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THREE Dl’)LLJR; A YEAR, IF PAID IN ADVANCE .

" FOUR DOLLAR R, IF NOT

“BY JOHN S HOLT, Jr._

Kcport from the UVompro-
mise Commitice.

lathe Senate on the &ih instant, Mr. Clay

presented the following f{t‘pon from the

Committee of Thirteen, appouted some

weeks #2n, to which was refarred the sever

al subjects connected with the instituticn of
siavery.

The Senate’s Committee of Thirteen, to
whom were referred the various resolu.
tions relating to Californin, to other por-
tions of the lerritory recently acoqufired by
the United States from the republic of
Mexizo, aud toother sabjects conuscred
with the institution of slavery, have, ac-
cording to order, had these resoliitions apd
subjects under cousideration, and beg
leave to submit to the followinz report;

iTiw canmn'tte entered on the discharge of

heir duties with a deep sense of their great
mportance, and with enrnest and anxious
Solicitede to arrive at such coucinsions ns

Rhggeountry, Most of the matters raforeed
shave been not only subjected to extensive
and serious public discussion thronghout the
seountry, but to a debate in the Seunte iself,

ingular forits elabornteness and its d uration:

o that a full exposition of all these motives

pd views which, ou the severnl subjects

on ided tothe committee, have determined
the conelusions at which they have arived,
seems quite unnecessary, LU'ney will, there-
fore, restrict themselves 1o a few general ob-
servations, auld to soma reflsctions wiich
grow ot of these snbjeots, _

Out of our recant werritorial acquisitions,
and in connexion with the institution ol
slavery, quesiions most grave have sprung,
Wwhich, greatly dividing and agimtng the
peopie of the United Siates, have threaten
ed to disturb the hurinony, if not wo endau-
ger the safary of the Union. The commit-
tee believe it to be highly desirable nid nec.

ary epeedily to adjust all those questions,
Esn spirit of coneord, and i a mauuer 1o
droduce, if practicable, general satisfacion.
hey think it would be unwiss taleave uny
them open and unsettled, to fester in the
ublic mind, and o prolong, if notazerivate
e existing agitation. It has been their
bject, therefore, in this report. to make such
oposals and recommeudations ns wonld ac-
~compiish a gensral adjustment of all those
- questions.

Among the subjects referred 40 the com-
mittee which command their first attention,
are the resolutions olfered to the Senate by
the Senator from Tennessee, Mr. Bell. By
a provision in the resolution of Conzress an-
nexing Texas to the United States, it is de
inred that *uew States of conveniont size,

R ot exceeding four in number, in adJditiou to
id State of Texans, anl having sudicien
6 puiation, may hereafter, by the consent ol
id State, be formed out of the territory
Sthersof, which shall be entitled to admnission
. uder the pruvisions of the federal constiwu-
;‘_ ion; and such States as may be forned out
| f that portion of sad territory lyinz south
ll; 30 dayg. 30 mii. north laiitude, common!y
: kmown us the Missourl commpromise line,
' shall be aditted into the Union with of
d S, without slavery, as the people of each Staie
5 kiug almission may desire.”
8 4 The committee are nnayimonsly of opin-
e m, that whenever oue of more States,
- rmed of the territory of Texas, not expend.
¥ & four, having satticient popuiation, witl
e consent of U'exas, mny apply to be ad-
» ptied igto the Union, they are entitled to
ot  ®ch admission beyond oil doubr, upot |
e olear, unambiguous, and ab-olute terms |
- the solemn compact contained in the res
of ition of annexation adopted by Cougress,
. d assented to by Texas, But whilst the
i nmittee copeeive that the right of admis-
ninto the Union of any new States cary-
{: ont of the territory of Texas, not exceed. |
the number specified, nnd under the con-
lons stated, cannol be justly controverted,
"y committee do not think that the formas
& n of any such new States shonld now orige
st te with Congres®
5 he initiative, in conformity with lhel
of ge which has heretofore prevailed, should
taken by a porticn of the people of Tex-
at themselves, desirous of constituting n new
b . with the consent of Texas. And in
g. focmation of such new State, it will be
w this people composing it to decida for
d- mselves whether they will admit or will
al clnde slavery. And however they may
d vide that purely muunicipal questiou, Con.
Wi is bound ncquiesce, and to falfil in
PR faith the stipulations of the compact

ith Texas. The committes are aware

mizht be satisfactory to the Senats and to |

[rrospectively, huy
ugw State or Stgtes to be formed out of the
territory of Texes.  Should any such State
be hereafter formed, and preseut itself for ad-
mission iuto the Union, whether with or
without the establishment of slavery, it can-
not be doubted that Coungress will, wailer n
full sense [ honor, of gosd faith, and of all
the ligh obligutious nrrising out of the com-
pact with Texas, dacile, just as it will de-
cide under the influence of similur consider-
ations, in regard ro pew States formed of or
out of, New Mexico and Utnh, with or waih-
out Lhe institntion of slavery, according to
the coustitutions and judgement of the peo-
pie who pompose them, os to what niay be
best to-promote their linppiness,

In eonsidecing the question of the admis-
siou of California as a State iito the Union,
u majority of the committee conceive that
any irceguiarity by which thar State was
orgnnized withont the previous aathority of
au act of Congress, onght to be overlonked,
| in eunsideration of the omissiun of Congress
[to establi<h any terntorial goverumeut for
the people of California and  the subsequent
ugcessity which they were uunder 1o oreate
a government for themselves, best adopted
to their own wauts. There are viflons in-
stances, prior to the ense of Cilifornin, of
new Siates into the Union, without nny
previous authorization by Congress. The
soie conditiodn reqnired by the Constitation
of the United Sthtes inre pect to the adinis-
sion of & new State is that its constitution
shall b2 republican in form.  California pre-
sents sich a constitution; aud there is no
doubt of her having a greater popnlation
than that whicl, secording to the pravtice
of th2 government, haus been hererofore deem-
eJ sutlicient to receive a new State iuto the
Union.

In regard to the proposed Lonndaries of
Caiifornin the committee would have been
gind if there existed more full and accurate
geozenphieal knowledge of the territory
which those boundareis include. There is
renson 10 believe that large as they are, they
embrace no very disproportionate quantity
of land ndapted to enltivation. And it is
Kuown that they contain extensive ranges
of mountnins, deserts of sand, and much an-
productive soil. It might bave hecn, per-
naps, better 1o have assigned to Califoriia
a moare limited front en the Pacific : but even
il there hind been reserved ou the shore of
that ogenn a portion of tlie boudary which
it presents for diiy other State or States, it is
not very certdin that an accessible interior
of suificient extent goa d have been given to
them to render an approack to the ocean
throngh their own Limits of ahy very great
impurtance.

A mnjority of the committee think that
there are thany and wrgent coucning con-
siderations i favor of admittinz California
with the proposed bowwlaries, and of seciir-
ing to her at this time the benetits of » State
sovernment,  Ifhereafter, upos aif incren+e
of her population, a more thorou gh exp.orn-
tion ol her territory, and an f:cerninment
of the reintions which may arise between
the people ocevpying its various parts, it
<honid be found condueive to their cotive-
uience anl happivess to form a new Stnie
out of Ca ifornia, we have every renson to
believe, from past experience, that the gues-
tion of its ndinission will be fairly considered
nnd justly deecided.

A majority of the committes, therefore,
recommended to the Senate the passage of
the bill reported by the Committee on Les-
ritories for the ndmission of Californin ns a
State into the Union. To preveut miscon.

ommend, at this time, or

{ e2ption, the coipmittes recommend that tha
(amendment reported by the same committes

to the Ll adopied, 5o as to leave incoutest-
abie tho right of the Uuited! Siates o the
public domain and other pabliz property in
Caiifornin,

Whilst & mn jority of the committee believe
it to be necessary aud proper, under actual
¢c.reamstances, o admit California, they
think it quite necesary and proper to estab-
lish governments fur the residue of the 1emi-
tory derived from Mexico, and to bring it
within the pale of the Federal ‘authority.
"I'he remoteness of that territory from the
seat of the Federa! Governmeft: the dis-
persed state of its populnrion; the variety
of rnges—pare and mixed—of which it con-
sists; the ignorance of some of tue races of
our laws, langnage and habits; and the sol-
emn stipulation of the treaty by which we
acynired dominion over them—impose upon
the Unired States the imperative olligation
of exteuding to them protection, and of pro-
viding for tham government anl laws suit-
ed to their eoulivon.  Cougress will fail in
the performance of a high daty if does not
give, orattempt to give, to them the be nefit

hat it has been contended that the resoln. |
ion of annexing Texas was v |
stitntioal. - At a former epoch of onr
~eountry's history, there were those (nn:er.!.
1 efforson, nuder whose auspices the treaty
“of Lounisiana was couclided, was amon
them) who believed that the States formed
out of Louisiana, could not be received into
the Union without nn amendmient of the con-
~stitution. Bt the Sutes of Loutsiana,
Miseouri, Arkansas, and [owa have been all,
P e S
now of ng the ion i
nesota. Oregon, or m.gunew States formed
otit of the ancient provigee of Loaisiana, u
n the groand of an alleged original defect
= power. Ingrave nationa
ons, wiille yet in their earlier or in.
ges, differences may well exist:
they have been decided by a
majority, and are consumma-
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oi such protection, governmeut and Jlaws
They are noe now, and for a long time to
come, may not be, prepured for State Gov-
erument.  The territorial form, for the pras-
ent, is best suited to their condition. A bill
s been reported to the Committae ou Ter-
ritories dividing all she territory acquired
from Mexico, not comprehended within the
limits of Califoruia into two territories, uu-
der the names of New Mexico and Utah, and

for eachi a Turritorial government.
m’sl‘::gmmitm recommended to the Sen-
ate the establishment of thoss Territorial
Governmeants ; and, ip order more certaiuly

I~ | o secure that desirable object, they also rec-

ommend that the bill for thiir establishment

be insorporated in the bill jor the admission
of Caiifornia, aud that, united together, they
ho%:m u
r LWo measures in
the same bill toon vasious gronnds.
{t issaid that they mhv;
sach ,
”M.,cu : e
The abject of both
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Prior to therr traus
er 1o the United States they both formed n
part of Mexico, where they stood in equal
feiatious to the government of that repub-
They were both ceded 10 the United
Siates gy the same treaty.  Aud iu the same
article of that - treaty, the United States by
solemuly engaged 10 protect and govem

lerrilorios
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1o refrai from all legisletton on the sulyee [ satistactory ndjustimont

m terrtory acquired, O long as i retaim [“\.‘u-‘ng themeelves of the anduous sl val-
the termtormi form of gover nment—'eavin | uable labors of the commities it terntories
it to the poople of spnch territory, whe | report n bill, embraciig thase three meas-
they have a'tnined 10 a condition which en. | ures, the passage of which, uniting them to-
titles them to admission as a Smte, to des | gether, they recommend 1o the Senate

vide for themselves the question of the nl| The committee will now proceed to the

The committes, the poc-slaveholding stutes”

It
rendy shown that this would be :

contrasy to practice and uiiform 'u_
all simifar cases.  Under the pame of &

war abd cherished institotion—an m
tiow, however, never applied in cuses of
prelimivacy proceeding, and only in chsesal

| lowanee or prohibition of domestie slavery,

hoth, Comumon in their origin, common in | The committes believe that they express the

their alienation from one foreign govern- |auxious desire of an immense majocity of the
ment, 1o another, common in their wants of | people of the Ubited Siates, when they de-
good government, and comterminous iy sote | clare that it is high tim- hat good feelings,
of their boundaries, and alike tn many par- | hannony and fraterunl sentiments should
ticulus of physical cotidition, they have | be agrain revived, and that the government

cousiderntioh of, and to repont upon, the
sulject of persons owing services or inbor in
one State esonping iuto auother. ‘Tl test
of the eobsutution s quite clear: 'No per-
son lield to labor or service 1 one State, wa-
| der the lases theregf, escaping iito anothier,

finnl trinle=there would be a cupl'plmr
ery of justice, so far as the owner of : fue.
gitive s conearned,  1F the tzinl byjh‘y bo
admitted, it would dmw nfier it its usual
cousequences of contiuunnce {roln time to

time, to briug evidence from distant plnosss

"

Union. There is then, n general fitness and
proprety in extending the parental care of
gaveriment to both in cemmon. I Cali-
fortia. by a snddon and exiraordinary nug-
meutation of ;population, had advanced so
rapidiy 48 to mature her for Stre gaverh-
ment, that furuishes no reason why the less
fortunnte territories of New Mexien nnd
Utnh should be abnndoued and left nugov-
erned by the Cuited States, or should be
disvonmected with Califoruin, which, altho’

mant, must be legally and constitutionally
rezarded us a territory nntil she is actually
aduitted as a Sinte in the Ubion. |
It is further objected, thnt by combining |
the two measures i the sume bill, members |
who may be williug to vote for one and un- |
willing 1o vote for other wounld be placed i |
an embarmssing eondition.  They would be
coustruined, it 1s urged, to take or 1o reject
both. Ou the other hand, there are other
menibers who would be willing to vote for |
both united, but would feel themselves con.
surmined] to vote amminst the California biflif
itstood nione.  Each party finds in the bl
wtleh it favors sowmething which comnends |
it to neceptance, and in the othersomething
which it disapproves. The true ground,
therefore, of the objection to the Upion of |
the measureés, is not any want of affinity be- |
tween thein, bat beoause of the fiuvor or dis- |
lavor with- which they nce respectively re- |
garded. In this coutlict of opinion, it seems |
Ly amajority of the committee thata spirit
of mutaal eonoession enjuins that the two
measiures honld be connected together ; the
effect ol which will be, that peuher opinion !
will exelusively trumph, nnd that both may
find in suclt an amicab.e arrmugement enougl
of good to reconcile them to the neceplance
of the combined mensure. And . such

Few laws have ever passed in which thef®?
were ot pacts 1o which exception was ta. |
ken. Itisinexpedient, if uot impracticable,
toseparnte these parts, tnd embody them in
distinet bii's, 0 as tp nccomimoadnte the i |
versily olopinion which mny exist. The
coustitution of the Uuited States contained |
JU I Dopreal vanety of provisions, to some
ol which serfous objection was mnde in (e
convention which Tormed it by different |
members of that body; nnd when it wns
submiited to the mtifiontion of the States, |
some of them objected to some parts, nud
others to other parts of the same iustrument.
tHud these various parts aud provisions
beensepamtely acted ouin the conveution, or
separately submitted ro the people of the
Uuited States, it is by no means certain that |
the constitution it<ed wonld ever have been
udopted or ratified. Those who did not ‘
like parrienlar provisions found compensa-
o mother pacts of ir. . Aud in all onses ol |
cousututions aud laws, when eiher is pre-(
sented as a whole, the question 10 be decis |
ded is, whethier the gowd it coutains is not of
n greater amount, aud does not neutrnlize i
any thing exeeptionable in it. And, as
nothing human 1s perfect, for the sake of that |
harmouy &0 desirilie in soch n confederacy |
a8 tms. we must be recouciled to recurs as |
much as we can of what we wish and be |
cousoled by the reflection that what we do
not &ac:ly like as a friend.y eoucession, an |
agretabie 1o those who, being united with
us in a common destiny, it is desirable should |
always live with us i peace and econcord.
A majonty of the commirtee have, there-
fore, heea led 1o the recommendation to the
Seuate that the two mensures be nyited.—
The bill for establishing the two territories,
it will be observed, omits the Wilmot provi-
so, onr tlfe otie hand, and, on the other, makes
no provision for the introduction of slavery
into any part of the new territories. That
proviso has been the fraitful sonree of distrac-
tion and agitation. If it were adopted and
applied to nny territory, it would cease to
liave any obligatory force as roon as such
territory were admitted, as a State into the
Umon. Phere was never any ocoasion for
it, to nceomplish the professed object with
which it was originally offered. This has
been clearly demonstrated by the enrrent of
events. Californin, of all the recent territo-
rial acquisitions from Mexico, wos that in
which, if any where within threm, the intro-
duction of slavery was most likely 1o take
place; and the constitutiou of California, by
the unanimsus vote of her convention, has
expressly interdicted it. There is the high- |
est degree of probability that Utah and Naw
Mexico will, when they come to be admit-
ted as States, follow the example. The
proviso is, as toall these regionsin common,
a more abstraction. Why should it be any
onger insisted on? Totally destitute, as it
1, of auy peastical import, it has, neverthe-
less, had the peruicious effect to excite seri-
ming, consequences, [t is'[
high time that the woonds which it has in- |
licted should ba healed up aad ciosed; sad |
that 10 avoid, in all futare time, the agita |
Jdons which mast be prodaced by the cou-
lict of ga on the slavery guestion, ex-
ipstitation does in x

\

e

ibitad ks b 1o 12 othess,

nearly every thing in common in the rela. |
tious in wiich they staud 1o the rest of this |

should be mble onee more 10 proceed in its
grent operations to promote (he happiness
aud prosperity of the country, uhdisturbed
Ly this distracting canse,

As for Californin—far from feeling her
seusibility affected by her being nssociated
with other kindred mensyres—she ought to
rejoice nod be highly grtified that, in enter-
ing into the Union, she may have contribu-
ted to the tropquitity and happiness of the
great family of Sintes, of which, it in to Be
hoped, shie may one day Le n distinguished

| membor,

shie hos organized for horsell a State goven: |

The commiies hyog leave next to report
on the subject of the northern and western
boundary of Texas. On that question n
great diversity of opugon hns prevailed,
According to one view of it, the western
it of ‘Texas wns the Nueces: necording
to another it extended to the Rio Graide,
and stretehed from its mouth to its sotirce
A mujonty of the committes hinving come
to the conclusion of recommending an ami-
eable adjustment of the boundary with Tex-
ue, abstain fron expressing nuy opision as
to the true and legitimate western and uorth-
ern boundary of that Siate. The terms
proposed for such nn adjustment are con.
tmined o the bill herewith reported, nnd

| they are, with inconsiderable varintion, the

same as that reported by the committee on
tervitores,

According to these terms, it is proposed
to ‘Uexps that her boundary be recognized
to the Rio Grande, and up thut river to the
poiut commouly called El Paso, and running
thence up that river twenty miles, mensured
thereon Ly a straight liue, and thenra vast-
wardly to a point where the hundredth de-
gree of west longitude crosses Red river:
being the southwest angle in the line desig.
unted hetwaen the United States nnd Mexi.
o, and the satne angle in the line of the tarri.

| tory set apart for thie Lindians by the United

n
cougle of legisintion’is Wt ar all lmuau*

tates,

IF thils boundary be assented 1o by Toxas,
ehe will be quieted in thut extent in her ti-
tle.  AJ some may suppose that, in con-
sideration of this concession by the Uniteld
States, she might. without any other squive
alent, relinguish any elaim she has beyond
the proposed honndary; that is, any eclaim
to nuy part of New Mexico.  But, under
the nfluence of a sentiment of justice and
great liberality, the bill proposes to Texos,
fur her reliuguishment of auy such elaim, o
lntige pecuninty equivalent. As a consider-
ftion for it, and considering that 4 portion
of the delt of Texns.wus created on o
pledge to her creditors of the duties on for-
eigy mports, teansferred by the resolution
of nupexntion to the United States, and
now received and receivable in their trons.
ury, n majority of the committee recom-
mend the payment of the sum of —— mil-
lions of dol'ars to Texas, to ba applied in the
fiest instnoce to the exiinction of thut por-
non of her debt for the reimbursement of
which the duties on foreign imports were
pledged ns aforesaid; nnd the residue in
~uch manuver as slie mny direct, The said
st 18 10 be poid by the United Stutes in o
stock, to be crented, bearing five per cent.
interest annually, payable half-yonrly at the
treasury of the United States, and the prin-
cipal reimbursable at the end of fourteen
"Ei‘lfs.

According to an estimate which [ias been
made, there are included in the territory to
which it is proposed that Texas shall relin-
quish her elnim, embracing that part of New
Mexico lying east of the Rio Grande, a lit-
tle less than 124,933 square miles, and
about 79,957,120 acres of Inm). From the
proceeds of the sale of this land, the United
States may ultimately be reimbursed a por-
tion, if not the whole, of the amount of
what is thus proposed to be advanced 1o
Texaas,

It caunot be anticipated Texas will de-
cline to aceede to those liberal propositions ;
but if she should, it is to be distinctly under-
stopd that the title of the United States to
any territory fiequired (rom New Mexico,
enst of the Rio Gmnde, will remain unim-
paired, and in the same condition as if the
proposals of adjustment now offered had
never been made. .

A majority of the commities recommend
to the Senato that the section containing
these proposals to Texas shall be incorpo-
rated into the bill embracing the admission
of Califorula as a State, and the establish-
ment of territarial governments for Utah
aud New Mexico. The definition and es
tablishment of the bonndary between New
Mexico and Texas intimate and ne-
cessary comnection he establishment
of a territorial goverument for New Mexico.
To form a werritorial government for New
Mexico, without preseribing ths limits of
the territory, would leave the work imper-
mnml incomplets, nnd might expose New

to serious controversy, if pot dan-
rous colisions, with the of Texas.
most, if not all, the tious
which unite in favor of combining the bill
for the admission of Californin as a State
nd-thwr??rh.lw appiy to the bouglary
question of Tezas. By ::‘m;; : :h::;
measures, every question Wity a
division which has arisen out of the territo-

[ shal), il consequcace of any law or regnln.
| tion thetein, be du-:umgml Irom such service
or labor, but shafl be delivered wp on the
clnim of the party 10 whom such serviee

.
i

of second or uew (rials, in mwnW

Jury is houg, or the verdict is set aais

of revisals of the verdict and conduet ‘of
Juries by competent triburals, ng the

mutifest thun the right to demand, and the | custody and fortheoming of the fugitive up.
obligatior. to deliver up to the elnimant, noy {on their thrmination?  And if ly, the
such fugitive. And the constitutidy od-gelnimant should be suceessful, cohtmry to
| diesses iself alike to the States composing | what happens in ordinary litigntion betwien:
' the Union, and tothe General Government. | free persons, he would have to bear all the
If, indeed, there were nny diference in the | burdeus and expense of tlje lingation, withe
duty to enforee this portion of the constitu- [out indemuity, and wodld learn, by sad ege
|tion between the States and the Fedenil | perience, that ke had by far beites
[ Government, it is more elear that it i that |
ol the former than of the lntger.  But it is the

doty of both. It ig vow well known aud in-
contestable that ecitizens in slaveholding
States enconnter the greatest difficulty i
obtaining the benefit of this provision of the
cobstitution.  The attempt to recapture n
fugitive is almost always a subject of great
| irritation nnd excitement, nud often leads to
'most unpleasant, if not perilous eollistons
A owner of a sluve, it is quite notorons,
counot pucsue his propecey, for the purpose
of its recovery, in some of the States, with-
out imminent personal hozord. Thisis o
deplorable state of things. which ouglhit to
be remedied.  The law of 1783 has Leen
found wholly ineflectaal, pud requires more
stringent ennctments, There is, espeginlly,
a deficiency in «he number of public func-
tionnries nuthorieed to nfford aid tn the seiz.
urve and arrest of fugitives.  Various Schtes
'have deolined to niford aid and eo-operation
in the surrender of fugitives from labor, as
the eommittee be eve, from a l‘nl"lcﬁn(‘.(‘['h
{ tion of their duty arisinz vuder the Consti-
tution of the United Swtes, 1t is 1rue that
| a decision of thie Supreme Court of the Uni-
'ted States has given countenance to then
in withholding their nssistance, But the
committee ennnet bt believa thut the inten.
tion of the Supreme Court hias been misun.
derstool.  They cannot but think thatthat
conrt merely menut that laws of the seveml
States witich crenied obstagles in the way
of the recovery of fugitives were not au.
thorized by the constitution, and wot that
State Inws affording (neilities in the recove.

ry of fngitives weru forbidden by thet i
strument,

The non-slaveholding Stutes, wlhntev
sympatliies any of their citizens may feel for
persons who escape from other States, can.
not dischnrge them o ves from an ul:!|gntion|
o enforce the constitotion of the United |
States,  All parts of the mstrdment being
dependent npon nud connected with each |
other, ought 10 Lo fairly and justly enforoed, |
Il some States may seek to exhouerate |
themselves from one portion of the constitu- |
tion, other States mny endeavor to evade |
the pecformaice of other portions of it; and |
thus the iusteinment, in some of its most im- |
partant provisions, might become inopera- |

tiee and myahd. I

Bit, whatever may be the conduet of iue
dividual States, the duty of the General
Government is perfectly clear,  The duty i, |
to nmend the existing law, and to provide
an ellectual remedy for the recovery of fi-
gitives from service or labior” In devising
such n remedy, Congress ought. whilet on
the one linnd seearing wo the owner the faic
restoration of his property, effectunlly to
goard on the other, ngainst any abuses in
the application of that remedy.

Tu nll cases of the arrest, within a Siate,
of persods charged with offences; in all
cnses of the pursuit of fugitives from justice
from one State to another State, in all
cases of extradition, provided for by treatios
between foreign powers, the proceeding uui-
formly is summary. It lins never been
thought necessary to apply, in cases of that
kind, the forms and ceremonies of & fiual tsi-

al. And when that trinl does take plnos, it
is in the state or country from which the
party has fled, and not in that in which b
hns found refuge. By the expross langunge
of the eanstitution, whether the fagitive s
lield to service or Inbor or not, is to be deters
mined Sy el laes of the state prom which
he fled : avd, cousequently, itis most pro-
per that the tribnnals of that stats should
expound and administer its own Inws. If
there have been instances of abuse in the
erroneons arrest of fugitives from service or
labor, the committee have pot obtained
{knowiedge of them. They believe that
none such have occurred, and thar such are
uot likely to occur. Bu, in order to guard
agninst the possibility of their oceurrence,
the committee have prepared, aud herewith
| report, & section 10 bz offesed to the fugitive
bill now pending before the Senate.  Ac.
~ording to this section, the owner of a fugi-
tive from service or lubor is, when practics-
ble. to carry with him to the state in which
the person is found a record from a comperent
tribunal, adjudicating the facts of elope-
mept and slavery, with a description of the
give.  This record, properly attested and
certified under the official sea! of the court,
being taken 1o the siate whore the person
owiag lahor or service is found, is 1o be held
competent and sulficient evidence of the
facts which had been adjudicated, spd will
leave mothing more to be dove than 1o iden-

the fugitive.

aimnerous pétitions have been presented
praying iora trinl by jury, it the case of

arrest of fugitives from servico or labor, in_

nbaudoned his right in the first éhl'li
than to establish it &t such vnrembn ed

cost und heavy snerifice. y -
But whilst the commitiee cqugnww
n trinl by jury, ih a state where 8 fugitive
from setvice or Inbor is recaptared,
ben virtun! deninl of justice to the elni
of euch fugitive, and wouid be an
to a positive refusal to execule, the

labor may be due” Nothing chn be mofel prdgress 60 all riese dila«u-!r and "-_b' -
explicat than this language—nothing more | proceodings, whnt security is thers as'tl|

3

lon of the copstitition, the same uhjem.wﬁ

do mot apply w such a tial in the state
from which he fled.  In the siaveholding
states, full justice is administered with el
tire fuimess apd impartiality, in cases of sll
actions for freedom.  The person claiming
his feeedom is allowed to eue in forma paus
peris.: counsol is aseigned him; tiroe ih 8l
wwed Limto eollect his witpesses nnd !nlE
tend the sessions of the cottt; and Kig
elmmant §8 placed poder bond and secrityy
or is divested of the possessin during the
progrees of the trial, to eusure the enjoys
meut of these priviieges; and if there be
any leuning on the part of courts and juries,
it 18 nlwnys ou the side of the claiinaut for
freedom,

In deferenne to the feelings md prejudices
which prevail iu the son-sinveboiding States,
the committee propose snch n trial | ]
State from whicn the fugitive fled, o Wil
cases where ho declares to the officer giving
the certificaie for his return that he has &
right to his freedom. z\ccorrliugl{, e
committeg have prepared, apd ceport fere.
with, two eections, which they recommend
should be incorporated in the fugitive bill
pending inthe Senate.  According, to these
ions, the clnimunt is placed under bond,
required to retnru the fogitive to thag
unity in the State from “‘llicﬁ he fled, and
there 1o take him before n competent tribme
nal, ond allow him to aseert and establish
his freedom, if he can, affording to lim for
that purpose all neediul facilities.

The committes induige the hope that if
the fugitive bill, with the pro amend-
ments, shall be passed by Congress, it will b
effectunl to secure the recovery of all fugie
tives from setvice or labor, und that it will
remove all enuses of compleint which have
hitherto been experienced on that irritatin
subject  Butif in its practieal operation it

|shall be found iusafficient, and if no ade-

qunte remedy oan he devised for the restora
tion to their owners of fugitive slnves, those
owners will have n just title to indemnity
out of the Treasury of the United States.

It remains to report upon the resolus
tions in relation to slavery and the
slave trade in the Distriet of Columbia.
Without discussing the power of Cone
gress to nholish slu\'ﬂf)' within tha ml"h
triet, in regard to which a diversity of
opinion exists, the commiitee are of
opinion that it ought not to be abolishe
ed. It could not be done without ime
dispensable conditions, which are not
likely 10 be agreed to. It could not b
done withoat exciling great apprehwn
sion and alarm in the slave States;
the power were exercised within the
Distziet, they would appreliend (Hat,
under some pretext or another, it might
be herealler attempted to be exefdised
within the slaveholding States; It is
true that at present all such power is
nlmust unanimously disavewed And digs
claimed in the free Sintes,  But exporie
ence in publis affairs has teo oflen
shown that where there is a desire to
do n particular thing, the power 1o aes
comnplish it soouer or later, will be
tound or axsumed,

Nor does the namber of slnves within

the Distriet make the nbali ion of slaves
ry un ohjeet of uny such CONseqUenss
as appenrs 1o he attached 10 it 1 some
partsofthe Union,  Since the retrocess
sio 1 of Alexanfrin county to Virginiug
on the south side of the Purnmuc, the
District now consisis only of Washi

ton county, on the north side of 1
river; and the retarns of the decen
enumeration af the paople of the Unit
Stutos show n rapidly progressive des
crease In the number of slaves in Washs -
ingian county.  Aeeotling to the cegs
sus of 1830, the number wrs 4,505 ; nud
in 1840 it wis reduced 1o 8,320

ing a reduction in ten yeurs of §
one-third, Il it should continne in'the
same ratio, the number, aceording to
the census now about to bk ruken, will
I;znly a litte upwards of two thvus

But a mnjority of the committes
thiok differently in regard to the slave
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